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City of London, 


OF FRE 


And their Humble Deſires upon the Bill for Re-—— 


ſtoring their CuarTeRrs and L1BxRmTIES. 


As the ſame were Offered to many of the LORDS in 
Parliament, by divers Citizens, whilſt their Petition 
was depending to be heard. 


]: prepare the Lords to hear what Council ſhould ofter uport 


the Cities Petition, it was firſt prayed, That the Judgment 
againſt the City and its Liberties might be well weighed ; 
the Subſtance thereof was, 


That the Liberties claimed foz the Citizens of London, 
to be of Themſelves a Body-Coxpozate and Polttick, by the 
Name of Mayor, Commenalty, and Citizens of the City of Lon- 
con, ſh2uld ve Taken and Serzed into the Yands of the 
king ; And that the Citizens ſhould be taken P2ifoners, 
to ſatisfie the King fo2 his Fine , foz Uſurping the ſaid 
Liberty and P2tviledge. 


The purport of the Bill is to Reverſe this Judgment, as Illegal and 
Arbitrary, and to make it Null and Void, to be hereafter of no 
Eftet : But ſhews not wherezs it was Illegal or Arbitrary, either in 
Matter or Form, whereby the City might be ſecured againſt the like 
liiegal Judgments. 

The Bill alſo declares, in effe&t, That Illegal Judgment to have 
been of ſuch legal force and efficacy, that by vertue thereof, the Bo- 
ay Politick of the City was utterly diſflolved and deſtroyed, and all 
their Liberties, Lands, Goods, Debts and Intereſts, as a Corporation 
( even thoſe belonging to their Wives and Children) forteited to the 
ing. :- 
Tis herein imply'd, That the City to this hour is no Corpora- 
tion. And all that exerciſe the Powers of Mayors, Sheritts, or Ceom- 
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(2) 
mon-Councils, or any other City Office, are in effect declared to he 
Ulſurpers and Wrong-doers, having no Lawtul Authority. And 't; 
alſo in effet affirmed, That the City hath no right nor claim tg 
Liberties, Lands, Goods, Debts, or any other Intereſt , unlcfs 7}; 
Late King's Truſtees and Confidefts, to whom he granted them for 
that year, pleaſe to ſhew the Effects of His Grace to the. Citizens. 
or the Chancery ſhall compel them to it. 

But the City takes theſe Declarations and Conceſſions of the 51! 
to be deſtructive to their Fundamental Rights and Liberties, they 
claiming to have been a City, and Body Politick, with divers ] ;. 
bertics and Cuſtoms, above 2000 years, and to have perpetuaj Suc. 
ceſſion which could not be forfeited, nor deſtroyed, or come unde; 
the Judgment of the Judges of the Xing's-Berch tor their being a Bo- 
dy Politick (if any C.tizens had been Offenders, as they were nor, 
in this caſe) norhing leſs than an Ad of Parliament being able to 
deſtroy their Corporation, ſubſiſting by Cuſtoms, Preſcription, and 
many Acts of Parliament, Therefore they juitly dread a Declaration 
to be made by Parliament (as in this Bill) that an Illegal Arbitr-ry 
Sentence of the King's Bench Judges have diſſulved the Body of the 
City , arid may at any time at the Will of an Arbitrary Prince de- 
ſtroy it again, and all its Cuſtoms, Authority and Privileges, to the 
ruine of their Wives and Childrens Intereſts. | 

The City therefore ( 2s We humbly conceive) juſtly infiſts, That 
this Judgment was void in it ſelf, and of no force to deſtroy their 
Incorporation, and are ready to maintain themſelves to have always 
been, and to be at this time a Body Politick in due form of Lay. 
And they aver, That the King neither did, 1or cculd by Law take any 
thing into his hands by force of that Judgment. And they affirm, 
That the preſent Mayor, and Sheriffs, and Common: Council, are 
tegally poſſeſſed of their reſpective Places ; being duly choſen accord- 
ing to their Cuſtoms and Charters. 

They ſay, That the Information in the nature of rhe Quo War 
ranto, upon which the Judgment was founded , was void of it {:!f, 
in the Conftruction of Law, and ought to be eſteemed and taken 
for none, being brought againſt the Body-Politick ot the City, tor 
uſurping to be a Body-Politick ; which 1s utterly Repugoant and 
ContradiC&tory 1n its ſelf. Ir cannor be admitted to Complain, and 
Aver in a Legal Court, That a Body Politick uſurps to be a Bocy- 
Politick, there being in that caſe no Defendant to anſwer the Com- 
plaint, fothe very Information is void and null in its ſelf, it is in rca- 
lity no Intormation againſt any Body, and no Judgment could be gt 
ven upon it. 

The very Judgment alſo is contradictory in its ſelf, being to take 
into, and continue in the hands of the King, the Franchizes of the 
Corporation and Body-Politick of the City, mentioned in the 
| Pleadings; when 'tis averr'd in the whole Proceedings towards Judg- 
ment, I hat there was no Corporation, or Body-Politick of the City, 
but that there was an Uſurpation only of the name of a Body-Po- 
titick. 


The City inſiſts, That many Points of Law do ariſe naturally 
upon 


(3) 
non the Bi'l fit for the greateſt Conſideration, and the Advice 


of all the Leained Judges , the whole Conſtitution of the Govern- 
n-"t of the Kingdom being concerned in them, as well as the 


City. 


Theſe following Queſtions in Law ought to be clearly Reſolved,be- 
fre it's reaſonable that rhe Bill ſhou!d be made a Law. | 

t 2. Whether by force oi the Judgment, the Corporation or Bocly- 
Politick of the City, was by our Laws aQually in King Charles the 
Fecond, and deicended to the lare King James, and remained. in him 
notwithit:nding his Inſtrument and Grant under the great Seai, to 
reſtore to tir” City all rizat was pretended forteited to him, and rhar 
he took from them 2? If the Corporation was never in King Jes, 
or was reſt-r2d to the City by him, then this Bill will do great wrong 
to the City, by depriving iheir Officers of their Authorities ano In- 
tereſt, without Cauſe, and changing the Cuſtomary Times ot Chu- 
ing Of -ers, and of their holding their Offices; the Bill appoint;ng 
them to continue for Sixteen Months, which is a turden intolerable 
to ſome of the City-Officers. 

2. 2, Whether the Officers of the City, and Members of Parlia- 
ment 1erving for the City, being choſen according to the Cities Cu- 
{ms and Liberties, be Uſurpers of their Offices and Places, as he 
Bil clearly 1mports ? 

3. 2. Whether by that form of the faid Judgment, the Cities 
franctuſe of being a Body-Politick, be taken and ſeized into the King's 
hands, all the Lands and Inheritances of the City, were by Law ſo 
reſted in the King, that the late King might grant them ro whom 
he pleaſed 2 This Bill plainly implying, the lare King James's L-aſe of 
ache City Lands to his Confidents in truft, to have been good in 


Law. 
4. 2. Whether the Judg-s of the King's Bench have a Legal Ju- 


iſdction to Judg, and if they pleaſe, to Deſtroy the being of all the 
Corporations by Preſcription throughout the Kingdom, of whoſe Bur- 
eefſes the Parliament in great part- conſiſts > This Bill ſuppoſes and 
{lows the Judges to have had a Juriſdiction, which ſhakes the An» 
cient Foundation of the Government, wherein all the Corporations by 
Preicription, are taken to have perpetual Succeſſion. 

5 2. Whether any {mall pretended, or real Miſdemeanor of ſome 
M:mbers of Corporations by Preſcription, can be a Forterture oi all 
the Liberties, Lands, and Goods of the whole Body-Corporate. 

6 Q. Whether it be agrecable to the Proceedings ot Pariitament, or 
confiſtent with the Exg/iſh Liberty, to determine by this Bill the In- 
ter1ts claimed by the preſent Magiſtrates and Common-Council of 
the City in their Offices and Places, without any Offence alledged a- 
piinſt them, whilſt they infiſt to have the common Liberty ot all the 
Subjects of Emnzland, to maintain their Intereſts and Authorities 1n 
cue Courſe of Law, againſt any that ſhall legally bring the ſame in- 
to queſtion ? : 

7.2. Whether in caſe this Bill ſhould paſs intoa Law, it doth not 


amount to a Declaration of the Law ia all the Caſes wherein = Bill 
amurims 


| 


w- . Ger) 
a tro 
©. 


- — 7 
a - *, — [ - 
She... oo _ + _ « y 
«mg _ ” 4 - 7 W599 
= -_ ” "o - ow 
{n - _ = _ 
* Y PO, — - - £ " * k | = - b # ” — * & 
” - —_ c a - - "+ wtf nd. Side - = " — - a Lat nents *Y 
45.4 2 -- 4 a8 _ > - . _— —_ IR . ”— . k y E - i 
- = L ip + : a <4 e «a » - T>=>>-- _ = = I = : IT? L LR - wo _ __ ne" 4 4 
< _— A 4 . . we m - = _—_ - bn N 
”_ 9 w_ =_ 4 ©: > " _— - i = - w p * * _ >. - ry ” = MW « mw - = " > 
. . — x dt =_ = = wy. SS - Pre Y —_—_ Y Te a - . —” — -- * ; i . wp = —_ - » 
- «<*.- Py 4 = —_ Av - g , wor - —_ is A. _ 2 -- AS \ C © *F CE I = - > pr = 2 a r — " = =—_ % ba — 
® * y - + bs = a _ PI... = Pac _ - PY » tins - F by © - 4 - _ 
- g m—_ = «__ a <b - 5 - _ — w - _- + C2 wy ” 
— IS REES h ; . ra : ee EE - —_ ——*t . 2 A_— l - _ < | 
o& om - pl tow ST; > - _ *- io. = —_— - _ rs " . _ i By _ — 4 *% 
> S A < a a 2 : we _ - 20 = : . = _ . 6 —_ ” ne} hated An de RE . = » E 
a - ” af Py : _ ” . w S Ad . - IS 
ra - ns - Ciomy _ , Co = & es 3; 8 « 
Ss. _—_—_ 4 . Pg - ” _ + < - ad p p - . 
< 9.4 : -— . Rs IS = bg vr Le EC oor ogy 0s.. 6 - ; CO - —_— pes mb = L 
bt -- __ - Pee —_—_ WR ws _ - _ Pn ” _ -- C , Nx TV po "ne- A » . —_ = _ a 
by * a — = - mt £- - _ \ _ —— on — ——— —— Pn ——_—y _ A I—_— _ n a= . 4 o Bot . n - _ - 
& Yo 4% - - hs 2 % - : ——_ PR . m_ _— - - —_ — 0, —_ =ob. 4 #2" * * —_ #6 _— = - $4 i 
o-wnccah 9. = . . Tay a L 4s —— —— jt 7 2 - - P_ - pe 2 - _ o—__ E * _ - _ 
-_- | —_— — *.» , my _ A -— SW * —_ Y _ 
- , - > >Ag, L—_ = 8 A mY PRE * C. — - A , RT . l "s = EE 
- 4 -w- = — Wo - ” - OE nn ns ” 5 : <R _ = -_ —— — + 
V+ . © Pr may « 4 ” - —_— _— x - 
: "VS $4 - - ” 4 « C0 ” 4s —_r $I - ; —2 *- w_ 
"Þ= <1 bs > 
"= «." bY - mo ” o- 
” - — .. — " - on " 
-. ” 


W's 


boo 4 - Sect —_ "aa. 
<4 - __ Y 
= - 
- 


50 Eur non oy, 
” : _ 


S—% 
= 
LEY 


> pw 4 4 . - 
4 M4 enno— ns 
. a a JS 
2 —_— es. > Mad Mr re ans 


Ks « . , - 
- _ = o 
WM -_ - - - > 2, ls UE . » RW wat mY l £ . . Ys . 
: > _— D wo . - « A < J 
"= © o - . =—_— -—_ . | - * 4 4 a - « 
Yy th 0 2 = yy Wi 1 » ry * L . > > Enos __ -% 4 Win ———_ OY - Er 2” —_ gi 
. - _—_ _- _ . _ . - pe - . 4 7 bad w” _ - -—- - s i 7 — 
a - 2 ., 5 - .- EY 2 h _ 4 4 LAY - ad ” bo pe n= 
- — _— RS "_ as - - = - — s? "=. _ = P.- = wr 2» . 
_y w ond : ap od I = — =Y : 4 . I . J p 
_—_ - + ane,» oe, © a et w—_——— >, ood —X ow Ie « W « ) + , — wa. ws — ' p - _—_ i jo 
- "—— — » = . - <- , _—— . : " w * 4.” -— *_ ” Fl 4 - - < I" od 
y 8 % oe H ECG > I - - GTP A yk ” p wra% -=- 66% - * ' fc: I , : _— = XI 
a 5 ep Pl _ >. n - . - , = + aw ——_ ” I” - a 8 n — bY - & £ _—_— y » E 
þ > RhoGs Ls © x" ID LEONE -—5 , ona. -——_—_ "> 28 » =—_ OE _—_ __ IN * =..." Its. 4c. Cw _-.-- F ” _ - — 4 > - Ali _= , - nr - : 
m $4 6, « - > —— - * —S >." a6 4 $4» " . a "OR r - © - 5 WR. Be - . pg — - -_ n ——_— » - 
my 937 I yr —— Co ETD —_ - 1 <ME; 0, : - . E 4 ; < u ———_——— » "Js. $3 ant: —_———— 4 4 4 — 0 . __ —_ . _ = - 
> 9 - j « 4 _ « . 4 + . 5 es ” os v —_— —_ 
- - — —_ Sm = : - = . \ —L _ Fo 4 : nes dined %® ' "hs >» , NY - : Ys. - ad LO, 
- _— _ wg = Fav, _ .Y £ Y y x .- _—_ _ EY gw. 3 LOG . a " = " 
- - - - , _ 3 rn” [#*— "ns « ke 3: Mr 2 0 : G a; «wht > » : ” <> > 0 . _ - - 
- ” 2 —4 - _ > " oy +» Pn... Ty _ Ss - ” ASS. - ry v7  ——p — N - NE v . Go, b þ -> ME . —_— ” _ "> - —— , oy —poaatea ON" Ip" CHE XAT "4 *- "> 
Som St . - a 4 > - 4 is 5 ad - . _ _ = "_ - - - «*. -_ — = " ” : —_ _m—y _—_ > »s ”— 2 "© S <p —_— 
a ha w 1 —_ ==" » * < @ L . * - jg % - " gk. eng . 1 
- : j - ry " > - . - - Hom * 5 4 "PS a * FEY I meagre rains an -_ = - FP _ rs - ” 
y.4 WF, -5< * I - —- ——_ "4 * "< «c- * y £ > 5. - a I EIS" < _—_ _ w_ *» k fort VV I-=w@... - <-> 
E - te " ho — uy TOE, a 2 2 "* LS te ? 3. , ” Counting pL ms 44 Yer" » 4 S + #3 . L I EEE ES Ms "WE 2,4 wy - 
av bow Dae_ * * = ” . - » o G wu 7 v , - p- _ > P E _ * -* 4 - + 2 
. we. ts y: "i g : METS -. - - | 
Gn Gn ” : —_ "oy 2 * »*_o_—_ =, 5b. ' > _—_ E] ” ws + +> : "A 2 brody OO pew ; 
_ " w .- - > . _ —24 by bd - y ug - - y > - . z l - 
>, . £ >. — ># ; - A = 
- . $ - - 39> = - o _ a—— F . 


Yew 3, 
$4" 
En IA ap Ss ©. 
= XL ; _— 


y—Q.- 


(4) 
affirms the faid Judgment to have had any Force or Eff: & ogaindl th. 
Corporation of the City, whereby the Law in Weſtmin{ler-1tall wiji 
be changed cxceecingly. Th:s Caſe and Judgment being altog< ther 
new. never heard of. &r imagined before the treaionable Defins jn 
the late Reizns, to ſubvert the Ancient Laws and Government of th, 
Kingdom. 

8. 2. Whether the Information 1n the Nature of a 42 VWarrgyy 
Sc. all the Proceedings on the Kings part againſt the City, and the 
ſeveral pernicious Opintons of the Judges about the Cate,and the Plegd. 
ings thercin remaining on Record, and in no fort condemncd; in ts 
Bill the Judgment only being declared illegal without any Caute reg. 
dred 2 Whether all thoſe Records will not be taken tor fuch Prece. 
dents in future Ages, as may be of dreadiul Confequence to the Cj. 
ty, and the whole Kingdom ? | 

9. 2. Wherher upon the whole matter, the ſaid Information ang 
Judgment be not abſolute Nulities in Law, and ought tor the Security 
of the City and Kingdom, to be taken out ol all Rolls, Files and Records, 
that no Memory may be had of ſuch illegal and pernicious Proccee. 
ings? That hath been uſually praiced by Parliaments, in Caics of 
the like Nature, and of ſuch dangerous Conſequence. 

The Citizens that moved theſe Queſtions, humbly offered alfo tg 
their Lordihips, That this Bill makes void the Elections of all the 
Common-Council-men choſen legally under their Preſent Majeſty's 
Government by the Inhabitants of the Wards, and yet confirms all 
the Officers put into Places illegally by the late King James his Com- 
miſſioners; And alfo all the Livery-men. put in arbitrarily by that 
King's Will, and Directions of the Lord Feferies, Mr. Graham and 
Burton, 

They alſo put their Lordihips in mind, That this Bill, that in thehe. 
ginning allows the ſaid Judgment to have difſalyed the Corporation, 
yet in a Provito allows it i6 be a Corporation, whereof flere is a pre- 
ſent Mayor and Sheriffs, which ſhall continue untill a new ElQion 
be made of ſuch Officers : And it they have not Legal Authoriy by 
their Ele&tion to at as Mayor and Sheritts, there is none given them 
in the Provifto, by ſaying only they ſhall continue. Whereby all the 
preſent Authorities are in ſuch uncertainty, that it will not be known, 
if the Bill ſhould paſs, who hath any Authority to cauſe any Elections 
to be made, and to preſide in them. 

They oftered many other things needful for the City's Settlement, 
which are wholly omitted in the Bill in reſpe& of the Orphans, and 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. ' 

But above all other matters, they earneſtly intreated divers Lords, 
That the Opinion of all the Judges upon rhe Subſtance of theſe Que- 
ſtons foregoing , might be taken in Writing for the fatisfaCtion of 
their Lordſhips, and the Kingdom. The Cale being altogether new, 
and numberleis Conſequences not foreſeen to be drawn trom it in the 
proecccing of Judgments in Law. 

Whatſoever ſhall be the iſſue of their Endeavours, they have ac- 
quitted rheimiclves of their Duty, and ſhall humbly acquietce therein, 
if the Bill thall paſs into a Law. | 
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